
BUCKLAND TOUT SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held at Buckland Tout Saints Hotel at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 26th February 2019 
 

Present: Cllr Gilbert and Cllr Foss. Chairman Diana Jones, Councillors Jane 
Harrison, Martin Holland, Dan Bridger and Harry Kerswell and Helen Hamilton 

[clerk].   

There were 2 members of the public in attendance  
 
1 APOLOGIES  None  

 

2 ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 
 

3 MINUTES   The minutes from the meeting on 15th January 2019 had been circulated 
and it was agreed that they be approved as a true record of those proceedings.  The 

chairman signed them accordingly. 
 

4 EXPENDITURE TO BE APPROVED  
It was agreed that the following items of expenditure be approved: 

 

Chq 501 HMRC   PAYE     £33.60 
Chq 502 H. Hamilton  Clerk salary – February  £134.85 

Chq 503 BTS PCC  Churchyard maintenance  £250.00 
       
The clerk confirmed that the bank balance as of 01/02/2019 was £4633.84. The finance 

spreadsheet had been emailed to cllrs prior to the meeting and had been seen by all.  
The PCC (Chq 503) informed the PC that the £250 for grass cutting was a longstanding 

agreed ‘grant’ and therefore it would be inappropriate to supply an invoice to the PC. Cllr 
Holland advised them that they should therefore supply a receipt for our books. As it is a 
grant it will not increase this forthcoming year 2019/2020. 

 
5 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

County Report Cllr Rufus Gilbert  
The FlyBe sale was completed 22/02/2019 which was brought by Virgin and Stobart (60%) 
and hedge fund (40%). Concern held at this stage is it is only guaranteed ‘hub’ airports will 

be maintained, but hoped the regional airports will be maintained too. Exeter currently has a 
training and maintenance facility which is hoped that will stay in situ, and concern would be 
raised if this was transferred elsewhere.  

Council Tax will increase by 4% this year made up of a 3% increase and 1% ‘hangover’ from 
previous years. In real terms for those in council tax band D will see over a £100 increase 

for the year, approximately £2 per week.  
Broadband - Gigaclear defaulted on their contract in January 2019 it was decided to 
continue with the contract to avoid any further delays. By Friday 1st March Gigaclear will 

announce what work they are going to carry out, and by the first week of April a planning 
schedule of what work will happen where will be released. It is anticipated that the work will 

be running approximately 18 months late. The parish council will be kept updated. Allowing 
questions, Cllr Gilbert advised that Open Reach would not complete any of the outstanding 
work as the work Gigaclear is carrying out is a government initiative to pick up the final 

10%, which is more costly and difficult, to ensure all households are getting superfast  
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broadband. Cables are being allowed both underground and overground and rules have 
been relaxed on cabling above ground via telegraph poles wherever possible to help reduce 

cable laying costs. Chair Jones and Cllr Holland asked jointly if the PC could sort the supply 
of superfast broadband for the parish and subsidise contractors in order to provide a better 

signal. Cllr Gilbert advised that private systems have been put in place already, such as at 
Bigbury. Cllr Gilbert advised that he hopes to get a specific update from Matt Barrow at 
Gigaclear in the next week.  

 
District Report Cllr Richard Foss  
With regard to broadband Cllr Foss is aware of two other parishes who are accessing faster 

speeds by using an ariel for mobile phone signal, coupled with a router and sim card, which 
has rectified the problem – this may also be a consideration for this parish. General 

consensus in the room was that this would not be possible as Goveton has very limited, if 
any, mobile phone signal.  
SHDC is already reporting a shortfall of approximately £500,000. SHDC has a budget of 

approximately £9.7million, which has no contribution from government. Town and parish 
councils are looking at ways to recoup lost funding which can be seen in areas such as 

Strete Gate where car parking fees are increasing to subsidise maintenance of the public 
toilets.  
Elections are to be held soon and the clerk should receive all the information on this in due 

course via email. If anyone would like to stand they have to be nominated by two people. 
Cllr Foss stated he would stand again. Is aware that eleven current councillors will not be 

standing for re-election.  
Advised that there was no further information on The Stables but will keep the PC updated.  
Cllrs and Cllr Foss held discussion re. Willow Farm, 0454/19/HHO. Chair Jones surprised 

planning had not been granted on previous applications when parties asked to comment 
held no objection. Cllr Foss unaware of this particular application but advised that should 
this application be turned down then he would ensure that the application is taken to an 

open committee for a full discussion before a final decision is taken 
Cllr Harrison advised Cllr Foss that no progress had been made to date with landscaping at 

Salcombe Brewery. Chair Jones also noted that there was now a large sign advertising 
Salcombe Brewery attached to a farm gate overlooking Stumpy Cross roundabout. Cllr Foss 
advised emailing a picture of the sign to the enforcement team to ascertain if the sign was 

in breach of rules. Chair Jones also advised that a sign for the development of the vets was 
overlooking the roundabout rather than at the site entrance. Cllr Foss advised contacting the 

Enforcement team again.  
Cllr Foss gave his apologies in advance as he will not be able to attend the APM in April.  
 

6.  PLANNING  
 a. 0388/19/PAU, Barton Solutions SW Ltd 
A site visited was carried out by cllrs on Monday 25th February 2019. The cllrs agreed that 

they had no objection with this planning application in principle for its change of use, but it 
was assumed that this area will be re-developed in the future. Should this be the case then 

concern is had over its siting in an AONB and that trees should have TPO’s on them, if they 
hadn’t already.  
AP: Clerk to contact AONB and Alex Wish, SHDC re. trees and hedges.  

 
 b. 0454/19/HHO, Willow Farm, Higher Centry 

Discussed above in point 5, no objection.  
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7. CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 

 a. Clearing of gulleys in Goveton – second quote received?  

Jonathan Harrison had received a second quote but this company were not able to take 
away the waste and would require permission from the council to carry out the works. 

Discussion was held as to re. were waste could go. Jonathan to follow this up with the 
company. No response has been had to date regarding when Mr Ganney would like the work 
to be carried out.  

 b. Flood alleviation work for Ledstone 
No further information had been received from residents of Ledstone. It was generally 
thought there was a flood concern during heavy rainfall and that rainfall needs to be kept off 

the road around the property ‘Meadowbrook’. Gravel at the bottom of Ledstone still requires 
cleaning off the road and Cllr Kerswell proposed meeting with Jonathan Harrison to remove 

this. It was agreed that the area needs to be assessed during heavy rainfall and to contact 
the owner of Meadowbrook to see how this affects their property.  
 c. Commemorative plaque for the church gate 

Ann Williams, on behalf of the PCC, reported that they would prefer a slate plaque be 
purchased. Discussion was held regarding the wording of the plaque and was put forward by 

the PCC that there be no mention of BTS PC but instead the word ‘parishioners’’ be used as 
all would have contributed through their precept. The chair suggested the PCC put forward 
some suitable wording for approval, and then a quote can be obtained for its production.   

 d. Plans for Annual Parish Meeting (APM), 23rd April 2019 
Cllr Kerswell informed the PC that Chloe Harvey, of Astro to Atlantic, is happy to speak at the 

APM and needs to confirm the date with her. The PC would like a good attendance for the 
APM so have agreed to advertise and leaflet drop. Clerk to send letter to Chloe confirming 
the details of APM.  

 e. Chairman Jones – presentation from Kingsbridge and Saltstone Caring  
Chair Jones had been approached by Derek Weaving at Kingsbridge and Saltstone Caring to 
give a presentation at a meeting. After discussion it was felt that the meetings did not have 

the attendance to gain any further support for Kingsbridge and Saltstone as those who did 
attend had already, or currently are, supporting the group.  

 f. Cllr Harrison – Goveton public waste bin 
Cllr Harrison advised the PC that further to a resident’s concern, SHDC are emptying the 
public waste bin weekly, and are monitoring this to ensure it does happen. It was agreed 

that the village requires a waste bin and that this was sited in the best place – which is 
decided by SHDC.  

 
Ann William advised the PC that on 17th March 2019 the Arch Deacon of Totnes will be 
taking the service at St Peter’s Church.  

 
8.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th March, 7.30pm at Buckland-tout-Saints Hotel.  

 
 

 
Meeting closed at 9.20pm.                                  Helen Hamilton, Clerk  
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