
BUCKLAND TOUT SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 Minutes of meeting held at Buckland Tout Saints Hotel at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 26th June 2018 

 
Present:  Cllr Rufus Gilbert, Chairman Diana Jones, Councillors Jane Harrison, 

Martin Holland, Harry Kerswell and Helen Hamilton [clerk]   

There were 2 members of the public in attendance  
 

1 APOLOGIES   Apologies had been received from Cllr Foss and Cllr Bridger. Cllr Foss 
when aware that he was unable to attend on the day of meeting spoke to Chairman Jones on 

the telephone and provided updates on planning issues – see below, point 7.  
 
2 ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 

 

3 MINUTES   The minutes from the annual general  meeting on 22nd May 2018 had 

been circulated and it was agreed that they be approved as a true record of those 
proceedings.  The chairman signed them accordingly. 

 

4 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCILLOR’S CODE OF CONDUCT Following 

circulation of the Code of Conduct, cllrs agreed that they had been reviewed and are happy 
to continue with the adoption of these.  

 

5 ANNUAL REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS Following the AGM on 22nd May 
Cllr Holland made the relevant amendments to the Standing Orders to make them fit for 

purpose for Buckland-tout-Saints Parish Council. The Standing Orders had been reviewed by 
the Chairman, Clerk and Cllrs who were all in agreement that these Standing Orders should 

be adopted. Chairman Jones proposed that these Standing Orders were adopted and Cllr 
Harrison seconded the motion. The Cllrs and Clerk thanked Cllr Holland for taking the time to 
review and amend the Standing Orders.  

 

6 EXPENDITURE TO BE APPROVED  

It was agreed that the following items of expenditure be approved: 
 

Chq 474 HMRC   PAYE   £101.40 
Chq 475 H. Hamilton  Clerk June Salary £67.05 

 

The clerk confirmed that the bank balance as of 31/05/2018 was £5236.36. The Clerk 
presented copies of the latest reconciliation, payments and receipts to the cllrs.   
 

7  PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
a) 1485/18/HHO, Willow Farm, Higher Centry, Kingsbridge  

A site visit was undertaken on 13/06/18 by Chairman Jones and Cllrs Harrison and Kerswell. 
The Chairman and Cllrs had no objection to the proposed planning. Cllr Kerswell did highlight 
that he did not recall the original planning application that was made to this site, however Cllr 

Gilbert noted that any planning greater than 10 years old would not be relevant now.  
 

18/20 



b)i) Salcombe Brewery, query on height of main building 
 

The clerk asked for clarification to this query as a member of the parish had asked. Chairman 
Jones explained that the length of the building had been increased, which in turn had led to 

an increase height of the roof, which is believed to be higher than the original planning 
application documented. Cllr Foss had reported that there has been difficulty in identifying the 
original point where measurements had been carried out. Cllr Foss said if the planning 

department decided the height of the brewery building is in breach of the application they 
would need to reapply for approval. However, it was his view that if this happened it would be 
passed.  

 b)ii) 1250/16/VAR, Salcombe Brewery, landscaping concerns 
The parish council are aware that the landscaping that was proposed in the planning 

application has not been carried out. Cllr Harrison has had no acknowledgement or response 
to her two previous emails to the enforcement team regarding this matter. Cllr Gilbert advised 
that he would see Cllr Foss on Thursday 28th June 2018 and will follow this up with him.  

 c)iii) 015010, The Stables, Ledstone 
Although not originally listed on the agenda as the planning application had previously been 

refused, Chairman Jones asked to deliver an update that Cllr Foss had given to her earlier in 
his absence at the meeting. In summary, the application for lawfulness had failed alongside 
the applicant’s opportunity to appeal. Cllr Foss’s understanding of the decision of the 

enforcement team is that there can be no further appeal, and the stable building will need to 
be put back to its original use - a stable. The current occupants will have to move out. All this 

must happen within 6 months of the date of the enforcement teams’ decision. If they do not 
comply then they could be taken to court. 
 

8 CONTINUATION OF FLOOD ALLEVIATION WORKS   
a) Goveton proposed improvements to the existing drain cover outside 

Brook Cottage 

It has been identified that the storm culvert outside Brook Cottage requires sectioning, as a 
precaution, should any blockage occur as it is too heavy to lift in one piece. Cllr Holland said 

that the cover has been lifted before but required two people to do so. The cover requires 
sectioning into two or three pieces with new hinges added to these sections. Chairman Jones 
and Cllr Holland discussed where quotes could be obtained from and Cllr Jones suggested 

firstly speaking to the owner of Brook Cottage – Mr Ganney, as he might well be able to give 
some input and suggest suitable contractors to approach to get the alterations done. Cllr 

Harrison also suggested getting The Forge at Torr Industrial Estate to quote. Three competitive 
quotes will be required prior to going ahead. Chairman Jones and Cllr Holland are to attend 
any meetings together.  

b) Review of the roads in the parish and particular areas of concern 
Three images were presented to the parish council by Chairman Jones, showing areas that 
required attention with regards to the clearance of debris from the buddle / drainage holes.   
The areas were first identified in February 2017 and Chairman Jones felt that should any work 
need to be undertaken it should be carried out now whilst the weather is more favourable. 

Chairman Jones asked if Cllr Kerswell would oversee the work to be carried out with the Road 
Warden. Cllr Kerswell agreed and would also liaise with the owner of the land at Blackridge 
Cross and Alan Luscombe regarding a digger. It was also asked if the loose gravel and debris 

build up on the road surface in central Ledstone also be removed by the Road Warden. 
Chairman Jones addressed Cllr Gilbert and asked if the Parish Council should approach South 

Hams District Council prior to carrying out work, however Cllr Gilbert said that their permission 
was not required. The public also commented that the ‘South Road’ going out of Ledstone is 
also liable to flooding.  
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Cllr Kerswell felt that he would be able to assist with work in approximately two weeks.  
 

9 COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS AND UPDATES 
Due to time constraints it was raised and agreed that Cllr Gilbert would provide his report at 

this point.  
Cllr Gilbert had been asked by the chairman to look into the current position on improving the 
condition of the road leading into the Torr Quarry Industrial site. He had previously reported 

that all the companies within the estate had been approached with the view to sharing the 
cost of improvements needed to the site and that the SHDC’s share would be approximately 
£18k. Cllr Gilbert reported that he’d been to see  Nick Rowell who owns the land and is 

instigating the work and was informed that it had become a larger project than at first 
anticipated and the he had appointed an agent to move it along for him. 

Cllr Gilbert is now on the cabinet of Devon County Council, and has recently given up his post 
as Chairman of Devon Pension Fund. Cllr Gilbert will also be giving up his post with South 
Hams District Council in spring 2019. As part of his role on the Cabinet, roads in Devon will 

be reviewed to include the following areas; 20mph speed limits, bus lane violations, fine 
evading by individuals, new scheme for utility companies and parking on pavements. 

Elaborating on fine evading, Cllr Gilbert said that in order to stop people evading fines it is 
being proposed to take the owners car should they not pay their fine. Utility companies 
currently apply to the council in order to close roads in order to carry out work, however roads 

are being closed unnecessarily as work is sometimes completed before the anticipated end 
date. A new scheme being considered is that utility companies pay for a daily ‘permit’ in order 

to close roads which would have different rates of pay for closures at different times of day. 
It is hoped that this would incentivise the utility companies to complete their work quicker and 
do so at non-peak time of days. Cllr Gilbert also hopes that by reviewing schemes that other 

councils have adopted to combat parking on pavements that it will minimise the damage 
caused to pavements and roads and the costs involved with repairs to these.  
Cllr Gilbert reported that potholes are continuing to be repaired in the area and currently 15 

crews are undertaking this work. 
Cllr Gilbert also notified the parish council that due to his wide geographical cover as a cllr 

that he will now attend every other meeting. Chairman Jones and Cllr Gilbert agreed that if 
any support would be needed in the meantime they would communicate via email. Chairman 
Jones asked that Cllr Reports and Updates be at the beginning of the agenda in the future.  

Cllr Harrison asked Cllr Gilbert if there were new units or works happening at Torr Quarry 
Industrial Estate as she had noticed a incredibly large pile of rocks and rubble on the site 

between the Lifeboat and TQ7 units. Cllr Gilbert is unaware of any expansions and Chairman 
Jones felt that this could be crushing work being carried out by Cummings.  
 

10.  COMPOSTING TOILET UPDATE 
Ann Williams of the PCC advised that the diocese had decided that they would not want a 
toilet in the vestry of the church due to the plumbing required. However, an alternative had 

been provided which has been installed in other churches, BioLet, and leaflets were 
distributed. The price approximately can range from £1500 - £2400 and would require 

electricity and a building for it to be housed in. A site for the toilet would need to be decided 
upon. Ann Williams advised that the ‘faculty’ meet every two to three months and the parish 
council would need their permission before installing the toilet. There are 8 months left to 

complete the work by March 2019, within the budget of £3000 - £2500 from a grant and £500 
from South Hams District Council.  

The primary function by installing a toilet is to bring the community together to events at the 
church. However, parking is also an issue as there is currently no availability to park cars. It 
was suggested that if an event is held a coach relay could be carried out. However it was  
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decided that this should not stop an event being held, and parking issues can be resolved at 
a later date.  

Ann Williams advised that the church tower is in need of repairs at an approximate cost of 
£11-13,000. It was asked if Parish Council funds can be contributed to church repairs but Cllr 

Holland advised that local government is not allowed to financially contribute to the 
maintenance of church buildings. The church will try to fund repairs through fundraising and 
grants however the church has monthly overheads which need to be paid first.  

Chairman Jones asked the floor if the installation of the toilet should go forward. Cllr Holland 
agreed it should go ahead, within budget, in order to enable the church to become a 
community base. Chairman Jones asked Ann Williams to relay to the PCC on Thursday of the 

plans to install the toilet now a decision has been made that it cannot go in the vestry. Ann 
Williams advised the Parish Council that the ‘faculty’ sits in July and again in September. To 

apply for consideration of the toilet will be a cost of £250. In the meantime, Chairman Jones 
suggested an event be held for the parish community. Cllr Kerswell put forward the idea of a 
Harvest supper and Chairman Jones thought this would be very suitable.   

 
11.  CHURCHYARD GATE 

Ann Williams reported that she had tried to get an update regarding the gate three times, but 
has had no response. Ann Williams is happy to pursue, and Cllr Holland said that he would 
visit Torr Forge. The gate needs to be installed by 11/11/2018.  

 
12.  COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS AND UPDATES 

Chairman Jones advised that the summer picnic will be Sunday 29th July 2018 – all are invited. 
This has been advertised in The Link, noticeboard and website. Chairman Jones advised that 
the new noticeboard in Goveton has been installed and Peter and Sally have been thanked for 

allowing it to be placed on their wall.  
 
13.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 24th July 2018. 
 

The meeting closed at 9pm.             Helen Hamilton, Clerk  
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