
BUCKLAND TOUT SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 
 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Buckland Tout Saints Hotel 

at 7.30pm on Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
 

Present: Chairman Diana Jones, Councillors Jane Harrison, Martin Holland and 
Harry Kerswell and District Cllr Gilbert and Helen Hamilton [clerk].   

There were 34 members of the public in attendance  
 
1 APOLOGIES  Cllr Dan Bridger 
 

2 MINUTES   The minutes from the meeting on 26th March 2019 had been circulated 
and it was agreed that they be approved as a true record of those proceedings.  The 
chairman signed them accordingly. 

 

3 EXPENDITURE TO BE APPROVED  
It was agreed that the following items of expenditure be approved: 

 

Chq 506 H. Hamilton  Clerk salary – March   £134.85 
Chq 507 HMRC   PAYE      £33.60 
Chq 508 DALC   Annual membership fee  £58.55 

Chq 509 DAAT   Donation for speakers   £25.00 
Chq 510 M. Moore   Cakes for APM    £17.19 

       
The clerk confirmed that the bank balance as of 29/03/2019 was £3599.09. The finance 
spreadsheet had been emailed to cllrs prior to the meeting and had been seen by all.  

 
4 CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 

I have decided that this report will be kept short as we are extremely fortunate to have 
really interesting guest speakers with us who should not be kept waiting as they’ve rowed 
3000 miles to be here! 
Memorial Gate and commemorative plaque at St Peters Church 
The newly refurbished memorial gate at St Peter’s Church, funded by the parish council has 
been installed and was dedicated at the remembrance  service held on 11 November. A slate 
plaque commemorating this event is in production and will be installed soon. An annual 
donation for grave yard grass cutting has also been given to the church. 
Ongoing flood alleviation work  
An ongoing program of flood alleviation work is in place within the parish which this year 
has included work on gully clearance, the update of drainage covers and the laying of 
surface plainings. All overseen by our long suffering Road Warden - Jonathan Harrison and 
supported by Councillor Kerswell. 
Goveton Parish Notice Board 
The existing Parish notice board in Goveton, which needed some TLC, has been refurbished 
and relocated. Our thanks to Madeline, Rob and Martin for organising and reinstalling this. 
Precept 
The precept is set to increase from £3240 last year to £4588 for this year to cover our 

increased local responsibilities for infrastructure and their associated works cost. 
Planning Applications 
There has been an increase in planning applications received for the Parish Councillors to  
give their recommendations and feedback on. This includes site visits and extra meetings  
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and can be time consuming. It is therefore disappointing to find, that on some occasions our 
recommendations have been ignored with no explanation forthcoming. We have repeatedly 
requested a meeting with a representative from the planning department to seek 
clarification on their decision making process but so far it has been ignored.  
Superfast Broadband 
The so called ‘superfast’ broadband installation by Gigaclear that we have waited so long for 
has been fraught with ongoing problems of increased costs and the loss of their contractors 
Carillion. We can only hope that we will be included in their future planned installations.  
Parish Picnic  
A very enjoyable Parish Picnic took place on 29 July last year, at which music was supplied 

by ‘The Old Gaffers’. A raffle was run with donated prizes that raised over £100 and a 

donation made to Devon Air Ambulance. 

This year’s picnic will be held on 16 June on the lawns of Buckland Court and everyone is 

welcome to join us. A stand by date of 14 July is also earmarked in case of bad weather.  

Christmas Supper Party 
We rounded off 2018 with a well-attended Christmas Supper Party that included a choice of 
drinks, hot main course and delicious sweet courses. I would like to thank all those who 
worked so hard to make the occasion such a success. They include Madeline and Rob, Kim 
and Martin, Ann Williams, and Jane and Jonathan to name but a few. 
A.E.D. Training for Residence 
This  January an ‘Automated External Defibrillator’ training course was organised at this 
hotel for 20 parishioners - our thanks to Madeline Moore for arranging this. 
Website 
May I remind everyone that we do have a parish website. On this you will find details of all 
parish council meetings, church, local and farming news, along with details of future events. 
If anyone has any historical pictures of the Parish that we can share, we would love to hear 
from them. 
In Summing up - It only remains for me to thank my fellow councillors for all their hard work 
throughout the year, Helen our Clerk who has now completed her first year in the role and 
you the Parishioners for supporting us. 
Diana Jones, Chair Buckland-Tout-Saints Parish Council 
 

5  ANNUAL REPORT FROM CLLR GILBERT  
Given at 20.25 after the guest speakers  
Council tax will increase by 3% for this upcoming financial year, this is to subsidise the 

shortfall from central government. The biggest cost to the local economy is adult social care.  
Roads in the area are being maintained, with more money available for this forthcoming 

year.  
Impact to the local economy has been felt by the closure of Appledore and British Ceramic 
Tiles, however both sites have interest from manufacturing companies. The buyout of FlyBe 

was completed in February but it is yet to be seen if any routes will be cut, but the hub 
airports will be maintained. 

Elections will be held on Thursday 2nd May 2019, however Cllr Gilbert will not be standing 
after 12 years’ service.  
Average annual earnings for Devon is £25,500, the national being £27,800 – Devon being 

11% below the national average.  
The average house price in Devon is 9.6 times the average salary, compared to a national 
average of 7.9%.  

Unemployment in Devon is 2.2%, in the South West 3.3% and the national average 4%. 
There is a large skills deficit in Devon, however many jobs are not paid well. The claimant  
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count in the South Hams is 1.2%, nationally 2.2%. The largest employer in the area is 
Retail.  

The average life expectancy for men is 79.5 years, whilst women is 83 years. There is 
expected to be an increase in population in Devon by 13% by 2031. 35% of the population 

in Devon is over 65 years old.  
 
5 GUEST SPEAKERS 

The PC were delighted to welcome Chloe Harvey and Helen Symons from Astro to Atlantic. 
They provided an insightful, engaging and entertaining talk recounting their 3000 mile 
journey across The Atlantic. Chairman Jones presented a cheque to Chloe and Helen to go 

towards their chosen charity, the Devon Air Ambulance. Chloe and Helen were grateful to 
receive a further £63 in donations from parishioners on the evening.  

 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm and was followed by tea, coffee and cake.  
 

 
 
The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 21st May, 7.30pm.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Helen Hamilton, Clerk             25th April 2019 
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