
BUCKLAND TOUT SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held at Buckland Tout Saints Hotel at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 15th January 2019 
 

Present: Chairman Diana Jones, Councillors Jane Harrison and Harry Kerswell 
and Helen Hamilton [clerk]. Cllr Gilbert joined the meeting at 8pm.  

There were 3 members of the public in attendance  
 
1 APOLOGIES  Apologies had been received from Cllr Foss, Holland and Bridger.  
 

2 ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 
 

3 MINUTES   The minutes from the meeting on 27th November 2018 had been 
circulated and it was agreed that they be approved as a true record of those proceedings.  
The chairman signed them accordingly. 

 

4 EXPENDITURE TO BE APPROVED  

It was agreed that the following items of expenditure be approved: 
 

Chq 494 Oliver Jones  Website    £365.00 

Chq 495 HMRC   PAYE – Dec    £33.80 
Chq 496 H. Hamilton  Clerk salary – December   £134.65 

Chq 497 HMRC   PAYE – January   £33.60 
Chq 498 H. Hamilton  Clerk salary – January   £134.85 
Chq 499 Devon Air Ambulance Donation – defib training   £25.00 

Chq 500 Alan Luscombe Hire of wheel digger   £288.00 
       

The clerk confirmed that the bank balance as of 14/12/2018 was £4728.52. The Clerk 
presented copies of payments and receipts to the cllrs. The finance spreadsheet had been 
emailed to cllrs prior to the meeting and had been seen by all.  

The Parish Council received money of £128.77 from funds raids during the Parish Christmas 
Party. Discussion was held regarding what use this money could be put towards and was 

decided that all money would be deposited and could subsidise next year’s Christmas party 
and also be put towards entertainment for the annual picnic.   
 

5 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS  
Cllr Gilbert joined the meeting at 8pm and gave his report after all other points on the 
agenda had been discussed.  
Cllr Gilbert provided an update on Gigaclear and the installation of superfast broadband in 
the area. Currently all trunk routes are being set out across Devon and Somerset, from 

which all the minor routes will then be attended to. It is aimed that all areas will be 
connected by 2020, which will see a maximum of a 2 year delay on original proposed plans. 
From April 2019 Gigaclear’s website will be providing updates on who will be connected 

when. It will initially highlight the first 30% to be connected and the remaining 70% will be 
given a month that they will be connected. A member of the public asked why if Kingsbridge 

have this installed already why it can’t be rolled out to Goveton now. Cllr Gilbert advised that 
the lines have to be to the door therefore not a simple task. Chair Jones asked Cllr Gilbert 
for a point of contact at Gigaclear for updates however was advised that everyone should 

wait for the website with that information to be up and running first. Cllr Gilbert expressed  
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his confidence in Gigaclear that they want this installation to be a success, and that they are 
still working alongside Connect Devon and Somerset. Cllr Gilbert also reminded the council 

that the contract was originally being implemented by Telent, who were there primary 
contractors, and also part of the Carillion group who went into liquidation.  

Chair Jones asked if there were any plans the building which was formally the Kings Arms on 
Fore Street, Kingsbridge. Cllr Gilbert informed the council that when it most recently went up 
for auction the reserve was not met. However, a new hotel is planned for Kingsbridge on the 

Rope Walk site, which was recently featured in The Gazette. This will be a budget style hotel 
with approximately 60 beds. The hotel will not own the freehold to the building and will 
therefore pay rent to SHDC. Once this hotel is up and running then perhaps the planning 

restrictions on the Fore Street building will be relaxed to allow its development. Work is 
progressing on the Quay Pub site which will have retail outlet at the front and residential 

dwellings at the back.  
Cllr Gilbert provided information on the new waste service for the area, which has recently 
been privatised. The new contract starts from April 2019 and is an 8 year contract. It is 

aimed that £3.2million will be saved over this period of time. All current staff have been 
transferred under TUPE. Initially residents will not notice any difference but changes will 

start with regards to the type of waste collected, to include glass by 2020, and that recycling 
sacks will be replaced with ‘kerbside’ recycling. Cllr Gilbert is optimistic that there will be an 
improvement in the service delivered which will include; waste collection, street waste bins, 

all recycling, street cleaning and toilet cleaning. The whole county of Devon will receive the 
same service as part of Devon Aligned Services. Chair Jones asked if there will be a change 

in ownership at Torr Quarry – told no as this is part of County Council delivery. Cllr Gilbert 
advised that public toilets changes are still happening with some remaining free, others 
charge and in some instances parish councils have brought the toilets and will be 

maintaining them themselves to avoid them being closed. Any issues with waste services will 
still be managed by SHDC in order to be able to review the service that the contractor is 
providing.  Chair Jones asked how the council can find out when public bins should be 

emptied and could a new public bin be installed following a complaint of an overflowing 
public bin in the village by a resident. Cllr Gilbert informed that a rota is available for bin 

collections and to contact Emma Widdicombe at SHDC. It was asked if a dog waste bin 
could be purchased by the parish council. A specific dog waste bin could be purchased but 
would have to factor in the service charge to have this bin emptied. Cllr Gilbert confirmed 

that it is permissible for public rubbish bins to be used for dog waste.  
 

6.  BUDGET FOR 2019 / 2020 

The clerk had emailed to cllrs prior to the meeting the Precept email from SHDC, proposed 

budget and the finance spreadsheet. Chair Jones was concerned that the precept amount 

did not include monies to be allocated towards road maintenance / improvements following 

previous decisions that the parish council will now look after this. Cllr Kerswell agreed in 

principal to the proposed budget but it was agreed that Chair Jones, Cllr Kerswell and the 

Clerk should confirm that all the precept amount is correct before moving forward. Claims 

for the Precept have to be made by 1st February 2019. The clerk noted that the current 

budget allowed £250 for grass cutting at the churchyard. To date, no invoice had been 

received. Clerk to contact Ann Williams to find out if this work had been carried out / 

requires payment.  
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7.  CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS 
 a. Clearing of gullys Goveton and Ledstone – quotes received?  

Discussion was held regarding when this work would be best to be carried out, and 
proposed February time. However, Highways have proposed plans that they will carry out 

their work to the area in May 2019. Concern is had following heavy rainfall and the run off 
from the road. Jonathan Harrison suggested contacting Ian Ganney of Brook Cottage, 
located at the bottom of the village, on a monthly basis to ask his opinion and where 

necessary have a work party to sweep away the debris. Cllr Kerswell advised that work 
needs to be carried out prior to any heavy rain downfall. Jonathan Harrison had previously 
received a quote from Glanville Environmental based in Ivybridge to carry out gully 

cleansing, and advised that they can come to carry out work with a week’s notice. It was 
agreed by the council that a second quote should also be requested from another company 

– Chair Jones to approach Ian Ganney to enquire about another company at Torr Quarry 
who carry out this work and the situation of the gullys currently. It was confirmed that 
Ledstone has no gullys.  

 b. Commemorative plaque for church gate 
No further progress has been made. Cllr Kerswell informed the council that the PCC meets 

again on 7th February 2019. The clerk to contact Ann Williams prior to this to ensure it is 
discussed at their meeting to seek agreement for the plaque to be placed.  
 

Ann Williams had sent her apologies for not attending the meeting and to thank those that 
attended the Carol Service.  

The Chair also thanked the Moore’s for providing assistance to open the noticeboard at 
Ledstone which had become jammed by a piece of paper caught in the lock. The clerk also 
gave thanks and will ask those who have access to the noticeboards to ensure that attention 

is given when locking the doors.  
Cllr Kerswell suggested a speaker for the Annual Parish Meeting; Chloe Harvey, who lives in 
the parish. Chloe is one of the four members currently rowing across the Atlantic. All Cllrs 

were in agreement that this would be a great guest speaker and Cllr Kerswell will contact 
Chloe in due course.  

 
8  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th February, 7.30pm at Buckland-tout-Saints 

Hotel.  
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm           Helen Hamilton, Clerk  
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