
BUCKLAND TOUT SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 
Draft Minutes of meeting held at Buckland Tout Saints Hotel at 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 23rd October 2018 
 

Present: Cllr Rufus Gilbert, Chairman Diana Jones, Councillors Jane Harrison, 
Martin Holland and Dan Bridger and Helen Hamilton [clerk] 

There were 5 members of the public in attendance  
 
1 APOLOGIES  Apologies had been received from Cllr Kerswell and Cllr Foss.  
 

2 ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 
 

3 MINUTES   The minutes from the meeting on 25th September 2018 had been 
circulated and it was agreed that they be approved as a true record of those proceedings.  
The chairman signed them accordingly. 
 
4 EXPENDITURE TO BE APPROVED  

It was agreed that the following items of expenditure be approved: 
 

Chq 484 H. Hamilton  Clerk salary     £134.65 

Chq 485 HMRC   PAYE      £33.80 
Chq 486 J. Harrison  Road improvement equipment  £26.37 

The clerk confirmed that the bank balance as of 22/10/2018 was £6520.44. The Clerk 

presented copies of payments and receipts to the cllrs. The finance spreadsheet had been 
emailed to cllrs prior to the meeting and had been seen by all.  

 
5 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS  
Cllr Gilbert provided key points of interest for Devon; 

Average annual Devon earnings £25,500, and the national average earnings £28,700. In 
Exeter the average salary is £28,100. The South Hams average wage is £527 per week. In 

relation to this the Devon house price ration is 9.36, whilst the national average is 7.9.  
There is 11% greater firms in the local economy since 2013, which is not as good as the 
national average. However, the survival rate of these firms is good at 64% after 3 years in 

business. There are 7875 agricultural and forestry firms in Devon employing less than 10 
people.  
Unemployment in Devon is 2.2%, in the South West is 3.3% and national average 4.3%.  

Claimant count in Devon is 0.9%, the South West 1.2% and national average 2.2%. 
The largest employer for Devon is the retail sector, employing 59,000 individuals.  

Life expectancy in Devon; male 79.5 years, female 83 years.  
Increase in population in Devon by 2031 will be 25%, the national average will be 13%.  
Those over 65 years of age in Devon by 2045 will be 30% in Devon and 25% in the rest of 

UK. This will then impact on other areas such as housing, transport and health sectors.  
Cllr Gilbert informed the council that Appledore Shipyard could be closed in the near future 

with skilled professionals becoming unemployed. Also, that the A379 Slapton Line was 
reopening tonight following repairs to the damaged road. Cllr Gilbert advised that remaining 
funds from repairing the road are to improve the alternative lane routes and passing places 

on these routes.   
 
6 PLANNING, 1814/18/FUL, Mrs S Baker, Lower Torr Farm, Torr Quarry 

Industrial Estate  
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All councillors had attended a site visit on Monday 22nd October 2018. Two areas of concern 
had arisen from this site visit. The height of the proposed building had not been disclosed. 

There was concern that the building would be at least 13 metres high as the building would 
be used to service tipper lorries. Current legislation, South Hams Local Plan Review KS14 

2005, deems that no building should be higher than 7.5m. Concern by cllrs was that by 
agreeing to this planning permission a precedent would be set for future planning 
applications.  

Access to the site is along an access road which is owned by South Hams District Council 
(SHDC) currently, and can only be used for agricultural use. This access road is said to be of 
poor condition and not ideal for the lorry operations that is being proposed. The Councillors 

were told that applicant had approached SHDC in order to purchase this access road, 
however SHDC did not want to sell. Proposed access is now through agricultural land, which 

cllrs noted would then open this land up for future development.  
The access road to Torr Quarry is still a concern to the councillors, which has been 
highlighted at previous meetings, which is blighted with pot holes and in poor condition. 

With additional lorry traffic with this planning application then this road condition will only 
get worse.  

The clerk is to contact the agent to get confirmation re. height of the building and to submit 
the councillors’ concerns to SHDC by 26/10/2018.  
 

7 UPDATE ON CONTINUATION OF FLOOD ALLIEVIATION WORKS  
a. Goveton proposed improvements to the existing drain cover outside 

Brook Cottage.  
The work on the drain cover has now been completed, and the council is awaiting the 
invoice for this work. The drain cover will still require a tool to help with the lifting of the 

cover – Cllr Jones to check that this is in place. Cllr Jones would like to thank Ian Ganney for 
his help in overseeing the work on improvements on the existing drain cover.  

b. Review of roads in the parish and particular areas of concern; 

Blackridge Crossroad, road past Bearscombe Farm, Bearscombe Hill and 
Ledstone Centre.  

Work has now been completed on the roads, overseen by Jonathan Harrison, with the 
support of Cllr Kerswell and Alan Luscombe. Jonathan reported that between 12-15 tonnes 
of debris was removed, which Cllr Kerswell disposed of. The Parish Council thanked all that 

had been involved in carrying out this work. Gravel still remains in Ledstone which Jonathan 
has approached SHDC to remove.  

 
8 MATTERS CARRIED OVER FROM MEETING ON 25/09/2018 

a. Review of needs for another noticeboard in Goveton 

Chairman Jones had received no further information from the member of the public who had 
raised concerns regarding the positioning of the noticeboard in Goveton. The members of 
the public had no objections to the siting of the noticeboard and fully understood the 

decision making process as to why it was placed in its current location.  
b. Date for AED training for parishoners  

The clerk confirmed that she had spoken to Madeline Moore regarding setting a date for 
refresher training and this was still on-going at present.  

c. Feedback on meeting with Buckland-tout-Saints Hotel / voucher 

scheme  
No further meetings / updates had been had with the hotel to date.  

d. New bench at Black Ridge Crossroads 
The bench has been placed on Cllr Kerswell’s land, who is happy that this is in situ.  

e. Clerk to email picture to The Gazette re. Churchyard Gate  
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Jonathan Harrison confirmed that he was happy to take a picture at the Remembrance 
Service to be emailed to The Gazette in due course. The clerk has provided The Gazette 

with information regarding the St Peter’s Remembrance Service and thanked Ann Williams 
for her input.  
 

9 CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS  
A member of the public asked if any further developments had happened with The Stables 

(planning ref: 4117/17/CLE) since the certificate of lawfulness was refused. The Chair 
advised that whilst they thought the owner would appeal this decision, at this stage nothing 
formal has been received. However should an appeal be made the Parish Council will be 

notified. Alongside this, no further updates have been provided regarding the landscaping at 
Salcombe Brewery.  

A member of the public advised that they had been made aware of three burglaries that had 
occurred in East Allington recently. Buckland-tout-Saints does not have a Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme but many residents have signed up to a Police Scheme that should notify 

residents of any areas of concern. All those present agreed that the Police Scheme had not 
provided any relevant updates in the past year, and any notifications were not relevant to 

the local area. It was also noted that St Peter’s Church had also recently been broken into. 
The clerk had not been made aware of any incidents in the local area via other parish clerks. 
The clerk to find out who the local police contact is and to get any relevant updates that 

parishioners’ should be made aware of. In the meantime it was suggested that residents 
take pictures of items in their homes to ensure that they had an accurate record of their 
possessions should they fall victim to crime. Parishioners’ should remain vigilant and ensure 

homes, sheds and out buildings are kept locked.  
Cllr Harrison informed the council that the Kingsbridge Neighbourhood Plan group would be 

meeting on Monday 29th October 2018, but at this time it was not necessary for any 
councillors to attend.  
Ann Williams informed those in attendance that as part of Exeter Diocese she had recently 

undertaken a two-day Safeguarding course. Anyone in the local community who has 
concerns about a vulnerable individual can contact Ann for further information, advice and 

guidance.  
The Remembrance Service will be held on 11/11/2018 at 9.30am by Rev Pam Kemp at St 
Peter’s Church. The new gate will also be dedicated at this service to remember those who 

served in World War One.  
The Carol Service will be held at St Peter’s Church on 23/12/2018 – all are invited.  
Chairman Jones informed the council that there will be a Christmas Supper Party on 21st 

December, which Madeline Moore and others are organising. Further information will be 
available soon.  

 
10  DATES FOR MEETINGS 2019 
All councillors had received the Clerk’s email for proposed dates for 2019. These are to be 

confirmed in due course once the councillors have had the opportunity to review the dates.  
 

11  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 27th November, 2018 at 7.30pm.  
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.            Helen Hamilton, Clerk  
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